
D O N ’ T  O V E R L O O K 

Z A N Z I B A R ’ S  H I S T O R I C 

H E A R T  I N  T H E  R U S H 

F O R  T H E  I S L A N D ’ S 

W H I T E - S A N D  B E A C H E S , 

S A Y S  S U E  W A T T  – 

S T O N E  T O W N  I S  W O R T H 

L I N G E R I N G  O V E R .

his old part 
of the city 
is a Unesco 
World 
Heritage 
Site so we 
couldn’t 
change it 
even if we 

wanted to,’ our guide Khamis Juma tells me 
with a wry smile as we meander around Stone 
Town’s alluring labyrinth of narrow alleyways, 
their crumbling coral-stone houses heaving 
with stories of the past. 

Change certainly isn’t something you 
associate with the historic centre of Zanzibar: 
in many ways, it looks exactly as it did when I 
ǻVWX�WeX�JSSX�Sn�XLe�WS�GElleH��TiGe�IWlEnH�20�
years ago. Back then, like most visitors, I spent 
my time wallowing on its Indian Ocean beaches 
with shimmering turquoise seas and sand as 
soft as white pepper, only venturing into  
Stone Town for one day. But it’s a day I’ve  
never forgotten.

I remember vivid colours everywhere, 
on kangas and kikois (both kinds of sarongs), 
and garish, cartoon-like oil paintings of Maasai 
warriors, elephants and lions in Tingatinga 
style, all hung up for sale on weathered walls 
of mildewed houses. The heady scent of 
spices – cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves –drifted 
from market stalls as we wandered past in the 
WXiǼinK�LeEX�EnH�LYQiHiX]��&nH�XLe�TeVWiWXenX�
hawkers, aptly known as papaasi (Swahili for 
ticks), pestered us wherever we went. 

‘T

O F  S T O N E  T O W N
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PREVIOUS SPREAD:  
Aerial view of Stone Town.

OPPOSITE PAGE CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP LEFT:  
Wandering Stone Town’s 
streets; A coffee seller;
A man jumps off the sea wall; 
The House of �onders. 

THIS PAGE:
Local men playing Mancala, a
traditional board game.

Just before dusk, we watched young boys 
HiZinK�EnH�Fell]ǼSTTinK�SǺ�XLe�UYE]WiHe�EnH�
KY]W�Sn�XLe�FeEGL�VYnninK��TlE]inK�JSSXFEll��SV�
TeVJSVQinK�VEnHSQ�LEnHWXEnHW�in�XLe�[EZeW��
;e�WiTTeH�WYnHS[neV�,�8W�EX�XLe�'lYeW�'EV�
Sn�E�TieV�NYXXinK�inXS�XLe�WeE�XS�XLe�WSYnHXVEGO�
of Bobby McFerrin’s Don’t Worry, Be Happy on 
VeTeEX��;EnHeVinK�EVSYnH�+SVSHLEni�,EVHenWƶ�
JVeneXiG�JSSH�QEVOeX��[e�WE[�GSSOW�W[eEXinK�
over hot coals under torchlight, grilling sizzling 
JVeWL�ǻWL�EnH�KliWXeninK�GLYnOW�SJ�QeEX��OYV�
niKLX�enHeH�EX�XLe�WiQTle��eEZie[�InHiEn�
restaurant, devouring a curry on its rickety 
balcony overlooking the harbour. 

�inGe�XLen��Q]�TEVXneV�;ill�EnH�I�LEZe�
often dashed through Stone Town in our rush to 
VeEGL�>En^iFEVƶW�FeEGLeW��'YX�XLiW�XiQe��[eƶVe�
WlS[inK�XLinKW�HS[n��WTenHinK�JSYV�HE]W�LeVe�
WSEOinK�YT�XLe�GiX]�ZiFe�VEXLeV�XLEn�XLe�WYn��

�XSne�8S[n�iW�NYWX�Sne�WQEll�TEVX�SJ�
>En^iFEV�(iX]��[LiGL�iW�LSQe�XS�EVSYnH�
�00�000�TeSTle��8Le�iWlEnH�iW�WXEYnGLl]�
2YWliQ��GLeViWLinK�E�XVEHiXiSnEl��[ELili�GYlXYVe�
iQFYeH�[iXL�&VEFiEn�EnH�InHiEn�inǼYenGeW�
EnH�YnHiQiniWLeH�F]�XLe�iQTEGX�SJ�XSHE]ƶW�
XSYViWQ��>En^iFEVƶW�ǻVWX�ZiWiXSVW�[eVe�HVE[n�LeVe�
GenXYVieW�EKS�F]�iXW�WXVEXeKiG�TSWiXiSn�Sn�XLe�
QSnWSSn�XVEHe�VSYXeW�FeX[een�&WiE�EnH�&JViGE��
NSX�Ell�[eVe�[elGSQe��

5SVXYKYeWe�e\TlSVeVW�ǻVWX�WeX�YT�E�
XVEHinK�TSWX�LeVe�in�XLe��5XL�GenXYV]��Snl]�XS�
Fe�SZeVXLVS[n�F]�XLe�OQEni�&VEFW�neEVl]�200�
years later. Under their watch, Zanzibar thrived 
EW�E�GenXVe�JSV�iZSV]��WTiGeW�Ƴ�EnH��WEHl]��WlEZeW��

W E  S P E N D  O U R 

D A Y S  A M B L I N G 

A R O U N D ,  N O 

R U S H ,  N O 

P R E S S U R E .
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LEFT TO RIGHT:  
Old Fort (Ngome Kongwe); 
The Slave Market  
Memorial outside the 
Anglican Cathedral; Closeĝ
up of one of the statues of 
the slaves.

=eX�WSQe�XLinKW�LEZe�GLEnKeH��On�XLe�
seafront, I discover with a tinge of sadness that 
the Blues Bar and Seaview Indian Restaurant 
LEZe�FSXL�GlSWeH��FYX�SXLeVW�LEZe�STeneH��
along with the colourful Mizingani Seafront 
-SXel�in�]eX�EnSXLeV�JSVQeV�VS]El�TElEGe��
inXeVnEXiSnEl�ǼEKW�ǼYXXeVinK�in�XLe�FVee^e��&X�
+SVSHLEni�,EVHenW��XLe�FS]W�WXill�HiZe�JVSQ�XLe�
UYE]�inXS�XLe�WeE��FYX�XLe�JSSH�QEVOeX�LEW�LEH�
E�JEGeliJX��[iXL�FeXXeV�liKLXinK��ZEWX�QenYW�EnH�
chefs in full whites.

In�XLe�nEQe�SJ�VeWeEVGL��[e�XV]�XLe�WQEVX�
VSSJXST�FEV�EX���)eKVeeW��SYXL�EnH�XLe�XST�

notch Beach House Restaurant, both very cool 
with gorgeous ocean views. But our favourite 
TlEGe��SYV�ƵlSGElƶ��iW�XLe�WiQTle�8VEZelleVƶW�(EJ³�
overlooking the beach, hidden incongruously 
EQSnK�XLe�lY\YV]�LSXelW�SJ�0elele��UYEVe��
EZeV]�eZeninK��[e�HVinO�SYV�,�8W�[EXGLinK�
XVEHiXiSnEl�HLS[W�KSinK�SYX�XS�WeE�JSV�ǻWLinK�SV�
JSV�WYnWeX�GVYiWeW��EnH�enNS]�E�KVEnHWXEnH�Zie[�
SJ�XLe�KY]W�[LS�WXill�TlE]�JSSXFEll�Sn�XLe�WEnH�
until the sun goes down. 

�XSne�8S[n��iX�WeeQW��iW�eZeV�GLEnKinK��
]eX�WXVEnKel]�neZeV�GLEnKinK��El[E]W�QSZinK�
Sn��]eX�ElWS�LSlHinK�Sn�XS�iXW�WXSVieW�SJ�XLe�TEWX�

XLSYWEnHW�SJ�Qen��[SQen�EnH�GLilHVen�[eVe�
callously sold to the highest bidders, with 
&VEFW��EYVSTeEnW��InHiEnW�EnH�eZen�&JViGEnW�Ell�
involved in this heartless trade. Such was Stone 
8S[nƶW�TVSWTeViX]�XLEX�JVSQ����0�XS���5��iX�eZen�
FeGEQe�XLe�GETiXEl�SJ�XLe��YlXEnEXe�SJ�2YWGEX�
EnH�OQEn�

On�SYV�[ElOinK�XSYV��0LEQiW�WLS[W�YW�XLe�
leKEG]�SJ�OQEnƶW�GSlSniEl�STYlenGe�XLEX�iW�nS[�
ine\XViGEFl]�TEVX�SJ��XSne�8S[nƶW�WSYl��;Len�XLe�
TEWX�QinKleW�[iXL�XLe�TVeWenX��SlH�TlEGeW�ǻnH�
ne[�TYVTSWe�EnH�GLEnKe�HSeW�LETTen��8EOe�
XLe�XYVVeXeH�OlH�+SVX�FYilX��00�]eEVW�EKS��WXill�
HSQinEXinK�XLe�WeEJVSnX��XSHE]�iXƶW�E�GVEJX�GenXVe�
EnH�LSQe�XS�>En^iFEVƶW�VenS[neH��EYXi�^E�
'YWEVE�JeWXiZEl��WLS[GEWinK��[ELili�QYWiG��JVSQ�
XVEHiXiSnEl�XEEVEF�XS�LiT�LST��

&lSnK�XLe�WeEJVSnX��XLe��YlXEnƶW�JSVQeV�
LSQe�LEW�QSVTLeH�inXS�XLe�5ElEGe�2YWeYQ��
SǺeVinK�inWiKLXW�inXS�VS]El�liJe�XLVSYKL�
furnishings and fashions over the years, Murano 
KlEWW�EnH���50W�+SVQiGE�inGlYHeH��NeEVF]��E�
GYlXYVEl�GenXVe�EnH�SǽGeW�EVe�LSYWeH�[iXLin�
XLe�FeEYXiJYl�OlH�)iWTenWEV]��E�JSVQeV�InHiEn�
QeVGLEnXƶW�LSQe�[iXL�FViKLXl]�GSlSYVeH�
stained-glass windows, elaborate balconies 
EnH�WTeGXEGYlEV�Zie[W�SJ�XLe�LEVFSYV��ElXLSYKL�
GVYiWe�WLiTW�nS[�H[EVJ�XLe�XVEHiXiSnEl�HLS[W�
EnH�ǻWLinK�FSEXW��OTTSWiXe�XLe�TSVX��XLe�'iK�
8Vee��E�LYKe�FEn]En��WXEnHW�TVSYHl]��TVSZiHinK�
WLelXeV�JVSQ�XLe�FlE^inK�WYn�XS�Qen�[eEVinK�
kanzus�
lSnK�[LiXe�XYniGW��EnH�HVinOinK�GSǺee�

Our tour ends at the forbidding Anglican 

(EXLeHVEl��FYilX�Sn�XLe�WiXe�SJ�XLe�JSVQeV�WlEZe�
QEVOeX��IXƶW�eEW]�XS�iQEKine�KLSWXW�LeVe��Ƶ8Le�
ElXEV�iW�[LeVe�XLe�Ƹ[LiTTinK�XVeeƹ�WXSSH��[LeVe�
WlEZeW�[eVe�XieH�EnH�[LiTTeH�XS�XeWX�XLeiV�
WXVenKXL�ƶ�0LEQiW�XellW�YW��OYXWiHe��E�WXViOinK�
WGYlTXYVe�SJ�ǻZe�WlEZeW�GLEineH�XSKeXLeV�in�E�
WYnOen�TiX�eTiXSQiWeW�XLe�HeWTEiV�SJ�Ell�XLSWe�
GEYKLX�YT�in�XLiW�XVEKiG�XVEHe��

;e�WTenH�SYV�VeQEininK�HE]W�EQFlinK�
EVSYnH��nS�VYWL��nS�TVeWWYVe��NYWX�WSEOinK�
YT�XLe�WTiViX�SJ��XSne�8S[n��OYV�LSXel��/EǺeVNi�
-SYWe��EHHW�XS�iXW�Q]WXiUYe��)eeT�in�XLe�
QE^e�SJ�XLe�EnGienX�WXVeeXW��iXƶW�SZeV��50�]eEVW�
old, full of narrow corridors, creaky stairs 
EnH�WYQTXYSYW�Ne[el�GSlSYVeH�H³GSV��[iXL�
EnXiUYeW�in�eZeV]�nSSO�EnH�GVEnn]�

;e�JVeUYenXl]�KeX�lSWX��HiWXVEGXeH�F]�SlH�
houses with latticed balconies and ornately 
GEVZeH�[SSHen�HSSVW���SQe�EVe�TSliWLeH� 
and shiny, others dry and dusty. Several 
FYilHinKW�TEXienXl]�E[EiX�VeWXSVEXiSn��EQSnK�
XLeQ�XLe�GeVeQSniEl�TElEGe�'eiX�El�&NEiF��
0nS[n�EW�XLe�-SYWe�SJ�;SnHeVW��iX�TEVXiEll]�
GSllETWeH�Sn�(LViWXQEW�)E]�2020��leEZinK�iXW�
inXViGEXe�ZeVEnHEW�EnH�iVSn�GSlYQnW�WYVVSYnHeH�
by rubble.

One�QSVninK��[e�[EnHeV�EVSYnH�)EVENEni�
2EVOeX��SnGe�En�&VEF�WSYO��[iXL�iXW�ǻWL�EnH�
FYXGLeVWƶ�WXEllW��iXW�W[eeX�EVSQEW�SJ�JVYiX�GEVXW�
EnH�WTiGeW��EnH�XLe�nEYWeEXinK�WXenGL�SJ�liZe�
GLiGOenW��&WiHe�JVSQ�XLe�GEV�WTEVeW��TlEWXiG�
OiXGLen[EVe�EnH�ǼiT�ǼSTW�JSV�WEle�SYXWiHe��XLiW�
TlEGe�TVSFEFl]�LEWnƶX�GLEnKeH�in�]eEVW��
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N E E D  T O  K N O W

G E T TI N G TH E RE
Kenya Airways is your best 
bet for international flights to 
>anzibar, with connections 
from Nairobi; alternatively, 
fly to Dar es Salaam on the 
mainland then take a local 
scheduled flight or a ferry, 
Choose your ferry company 
carefully as there have been 
some tragic accidents.

B E ST TI M E TO G O 
>anzibar is good to visit 
throughout the year, with 
temperatures consistently 
between 26°C and 33°C, 
although rainy season 
MarchƳ
May� can be sticky and humid.

CU R R E N CY Tanzanian 
shillings.

TI M E ZO N E  GMT �� 

FO O D
Don’t miss the buzz of 
Forodhani’s food market Ƴ 
just make sure your food is 
properly cooked and keep an 
eye on your tab. 

WH E RE TO STAY
/afferji House, Serena Hotel, or 
Mizingani Seafront Hotel. There 
are also plenty of cheaper 
B�Bs available.

H OW TO D O IT
It’s fairly straightforward to 
travel independently here. Tour 
operators such as *xpert Africa 
and Cox � 0ings can book 
everything for you or combine 
a >anzibar stay with a safari on 
the Tanzanian mainland.  

M UST- PACK ITE M
Cool clothes that won’t offend 
the Muslim culture, especially 
during Ramadan� swimsuits, 
strappy T-shirts and shorts 
are acceptable on the beach, 
but more modest dress is 
appreciated in town.  

WHY G O 
To get lost in the maze of 
Stone Town’s ancient streets, 
immerse yourself in its rich but 
heart-rending history, watch 
footie on the beach and drift 
off on a sunset dhow cruise.   
 
Sue travelled to ¬anǍibar with 
Cox & Kings.

THIS SPREAD:  
View of the blue waters  
surrounding Stone Town. Photo Credits: Dreamstime.
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